PAGE 3 PROFILE
ARETHA FRANKLIN wmusician

Respect. Is Aretha making
another album?

Sadly. no. Other than performances
at President Obama's inauguration

and a Martin Luther King memorial, .

Franklin has puta lid on her
considerable pipes for the time
being. Moreover, in recent years
her public appearances have been
restricted to American award
ceremonies, where she laps up
“legend”and “lifetime achievement”
awards while Christina Aguilera,
Martina McBride and myriad
others make a fine job of murdering
her songs in what organisers deem
touching “tributes”. ;

Break it to me gently. Why's
she in the news?

There's a happy occasion on the
Borizon for the 69-year-old singer,

however, as she's just become
engaged to her long-time friend
William "Willie” Wilkerson

He makes her feel like a natural
woman, I presume

Quite possibly. The Queen of Soul
announced her nuptials by joking,
“No, I'm not pregnant, LOL" A
representative for the singer told
AP:“Ms Franklin is considering
Donna Karan, Valentino and the
queen of wedding dresses Vera
Wang, to design her gown." So we
can safely presume it won't be a
cheap affair.

So where’s the ceremony?
Spanish Harlem?

She wants to arrange the ceremony
for June or July, with a wedding
aboard a private yacht at Miami

RELIGION

Church of England
researches market

The Church of England is soliciting
feedback from worshippers on what
they expect from funerals and chris-

tenings to try to draw people back

from secular services. The research

has been commissioned due to a

decline in people using churches to

celebrate rites of passage. PAGE22

Lostin
transit

The mostreadily discarded

books at 35,0001t, according
to aswrvey Virgin Atlantic’s

cabin crew.

1. The Way I See it Rants,
Revelations and Rules
For Life by Alan Sugar, below

2) Glorious by Paul Gascoigne -

3) Santa Baby by Katie Price

4) The World of Downton
Abbey

5) I Heart Vegas by Lindsey
Kelk

6) Twisting my Melon by
Shaun Ryder

7) May I have your
attention please? by
James Corden

8) Screw Business as
Usual by Sir Richard
Branson

The Travel
Diaries of Karl
i

10) The Help by
Kathryn Stockett

Beach It'll be her third marriage.
Her eight-year union with Ted
White ended in 1969 when her
fame was at its peak. She then
married actor Glynn Turman, but
the ceremony, in 1978, was
followed by divorce six years later

How is her health? Should we
say a little prayer?

She's alot better now, apparently. In
2010, it was thought she was
suffering from pancreatic cancer,
but she said an operation to solve
the problem had added “15 to 20
years’to her life. Perhaps take that
with a pinch of salt, but her extreme
weight loss over the past couple of
years should mean she remains
with us fora long time to come.

LiamO'Brien

9) AnIdiot Abroad:

SPORT
45-54

FRANCE

Gold ingots found on
train are fakes

A stash of gold-coloured ingots found
on a train last week and thought to be
worth close to €800,000 has turned
out to be fake. Bomb experts called in
to defuse a package on a train on the
edge of Paris on Friday found the
object to be a metal box containing
what appeared to be 20kg of gold bars.

FRANCE

Diet doctor sees fat
chance for students

A leading French dietician has pro-
posed high school students be graded
in relation to their Body Mass Index
(BMI), a measure of body fat based
on height and weight. “Obesityisa
real public health problem that is -
rarely — if at all - taken into account
by politicians,” Pierre Dukan said.

FRANCE

Beckham tuurns
down Paris offer

David Beckham has decided
against uprooting his family to
play for Paris St Germain in
France, the football club's direc-
tor says. It had been reported
that Beckham would leave Los
Angeles in a £1.3m deal. PAGE20

ITALY

Nlegal fireworks
kill tworevellers

Two men were killed and 561 other
people were wounded as Italians
celebrated the new year with mas-
sive displays of illegal and home-
made fireworks, the Interior Min-
istry said on Sunday. Of those
wounded, 76 were children under
the age of 12.

LEGAL

Judgeavoids penalty
for cursing in court

A Crown Court judge who swore and
stormed out of court won’t be disci-
plined after retiring “on medical
grounds”. Beatrice Bolton, of Roth-
bury, Northumberland, was found
guilty of failing to control her danger-
ous dog in December 2010, calling the
verdict “a f****** {ravesty”. PAGEN
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Letterfrom
the executive
editor
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Themurder of Stephen Lawrenceis
animportantcaseinthehistory of
Britishjustice. It'snotjust thefact

thata8yearshas elapsed between
crimeand conviction - whichalone

would makeitnoteworthy.

{thasalso changed the way our
police work, the way wetreat victims
of crime,and ithas engendereda
much tougherattitude toracism,
bothin publicandin private, since
that fateful nightin1993 when
Stephen-amuch-lovedsonand
promising student - was stabbed to
deathatabusstopinsouth London.

Notentirely, of course. Inthe
same way that the convictions of
David Norris and Gary Dobson for
murderdo not - unfortunately ~
drawaniceneatlineunderthecase,
the ramifications ofthe Lawrence
case will continue to echo through
Britishsociety.

The19g9 Macphersonreport,
commissionedfollowing allegations
of racismandincompetenceagainst
theteam leading the Lawrence
investigation, madeatotal of 70
recommendations.

In2009, the Select Commiittee for
Home Affairs revisited theseand
found that, while therehad been
someprogressintacklingracismand
discrimination, there was still
evidencethatthepoliceservice
continues tofail ethnic minorities.

Speakingafterthe verdict

yesterday, Stephen’s mother, Doreen :

Lawrence, thanked jurors forfinding
Gary Dobsonand David Norrisguilty
butsaid it wasnotacausefor
celebration.

“Had the police done theirjob
properly,”shesaid, “l would have
spentthelast 18 yearsgrieving for
myson, rather than fighting togethis
kilterstocourt.”

Yesterday's verdict will notbring
hersonback. But it may remind usall

tobe onourguard against prejudice
and complacency.

CHINA

Bentley sales take
agreatleap forward

Sales of luxury Bentley cars have
been boosted by rich Chinese con-
sumers. The Cheshire-based compa-
ny sold 7003 cars last year, and sales
in China nearly doubled to 1,839. The
US remained the biggest market, but
the UK had proven “extremely chal-

lenging”. PAGE19

LANGUAGE

‘Occupy’ storms on
totheclichelist

Occupy this. At least, so say students
at Michigan’s Lake Superior State
University who released an annual
list of words they deem so misused,
overused and cliched they should be
banished. “Occupy”, associated with
city protests, made the list after just
a few months of overexposure.




